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framers went to great lengths to create an institutionally weak executive. However, the 
days of the weak executive are coming to a close in Texas.

The state’s governorship was originally granted two-year terms, relatively few 
appointments, a limited salary, and modest budgeting power. The power of the governor 
was further restrained by staggering six-year appointment terms to limit the ability of 
any one governor to appoint many officials and vesting traditional gubernatorial power 
across several elected offices. Over the years, however, the power of the Texas governor 
has increased. The salary was increased to be relatively competitive nationally. The 
terms were increased to four years, giving the governor more time to power in general 
but also diluting the effect of staggering the appointments. The norm for over 100 years 
was to elect Texas’s governors to only two terms. Rick Perry’s unprecedented fourteen-
year reign represents a sea change there as well.

In addition, the limited number of appointments granted in the original 
constitution has given way to increasing appointment power. Over the years as new 
boards and commissions were created, the power to appoint members was often vested 
in the governor. More importantly, the long tenure of Governor Perry created not only 
a powerful governorship for him but no doubt established new norms of deference to 

  MAP 5.1    Governors’ Institutional Powers
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Source: Map based on data found in “Governors and the Executive Branch,” in Politics in the American States: A Comparative Analysis, 10th ed., ed. Virginia Gray, 
Russell L. Hanson, and Thad Kousser (Washington, D.C.: CQ Press, 2010), table 7-4.


